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Nov.  22.  1707.  Andreas  Hofer  was  born. 
"Ilofer  was  In  his  forty-first  year  when 
the    Insurrection    first    broke   out    in  the 
Tyrol.    Though  his  make  was  herculean. 
In  his  manner  of  holding  himself  he  stooped 
considerably;  and.  as  is  usual  with  thoso 
who  are  In  the  habit  of  ascending  moun- 
tains  with    heavy   burdens,    his  ordinary 
walk  was  slow  and  his  knees  bent.  . 
His  education  was  somewhat  superior  to 
the  generality  of  country  folk,  and  from 
his  duties  aa  the  master  of  a  public  house, 
and    the    traffic  he  carried  on.   he  had 
acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  Italian 
language,  which  he  spoke  with  tolerable 
fluency,  though  in  the  worst  Venetian  dia- 
lect.   ...    In  his  disposition,  he  was  a 
phlegmatic,  fond  of  his  ease  and  comfort, 
an  enemy    to    everything  new    and  pre- 
cipitate, and  only  to  be  roused    when  his 
respect  for  old-established  privileges  and 
customs,  for  the  religions  which  he  pro- 
fessed or  the  country  which  lie  belongod 
to,  excited  him  to  action.   lie  was  slow  In 
decision  and  in  transacting  business,  con- 
fined In  his  Information  and  rather  con- 
fused in  his  projects;  credulous,  ns  most  of 
his  countrymen  are,  and  accessible  to  flat- 
tery, however  gross;  his  head,  indeed,  was 
not  strong  enough  to  bear  his  unexpected 
elevation   to  a  degree  of    reputation  to 
which  his  personal  qualities  gave  him  no 
pretensions.     It  was  easy  to  urge  him  to 
severe  measures,  but  the  natural  mildness 
and    pliancy   of   his   disposition  hindered 
their  completion,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
hear  unmoved  the  natural  and  unaffected 
tone  in  which  he  expressed  himself  when 
his  feelings  of  national  prldo  or  patriotism 
were  excited,    lie  was  quite  freo  from  dis- 
simulation of  every  kind.   The  last  speaker 
generally   succeeded   in   convincing  him." 
[Geschichte  A.  Ilofer. 

"In  personal  courase  Hofer  was  certainly 
not  deficient;   it  was  manifest   on  many 
occasions,  and  more  especially  in  the  last 
act  of  his  life.    ...    It  will  probably  be 
asked  how,  with  these  defects,  Hofer  was 
enabled  to  act  the  conspicuous  part  which 
he  confessedly  did,  and  to  obtain  so  com- 
pletely the  confidence  of  his  countrymen. 
There  was,  in  the  first  place,  a  degree  of 
honenty  In  his  character,  a  total  absence  of 
all    considerations    of    personal  interest, 
which  could  not  fall  of  attaching  to  him  1 
the  affections  of  his  followers;  to  which  | 
must  be  added  a  certain  reliance  on  his 
military  skill,  produced  by  his  early  success  i 
against  the  Bavarians,  and^by  the  oracular 
tone  and  manner  in  which  he  1s  said  to 
have  delivered  his  orders  and  opinions.  All 
this,  however,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  ac- 
count for  the  popularity  which  his  name 
acquired;  and  we  must  look  for  it  in  the 
circumstance  of  his  being  one  of  the  chief 
channels   of  communication   between  the 
Tyrolese  and  the  court  of  Vienna."  [Quar- 
terly Review,  1817. 
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